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BACKGROUND OUR RESPONSE

To help address the challenges in the Philippine education sector
and to reduce the perpetuation of conflict by addressing the social,
economic and political marginalization of disadvantaged groups in
conflict-prone areas, most notably Mindanao, USAID/Philippines
developed an Education Strategic Objective (SOI 1) as part of
its FY 2005-2009 strategy. Its overall aim is increased access to
quality education and livelihood skills in selected areas, particularly
those most affected by conflict and poverty.

The SO will be largely implemented under a single project, the
Education Quality and Access for Learning and Livelihood
Skills (EQUALLS) project. The project will carry out targeted
interventions aimed at producing visible improvements in education
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to high unemployment in the region. More
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employment, they may be recruited by
criminal elements and secessionist groups.
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lllustrative results that would indicate successful achievement of the
end-of-project objectives include, but are not necessarily limited to,
the following:

e Improved quality and access in targeted areas/schools as
measured by:

Comepletion rate

Drop-out rate

Student performance in reading, English, math and science

Increased resources for education, e.g. increased allocations

by government and private sector, more efficient spending
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e Out-of-school youth re-integrated into productive economy
using cost effective programs;

e Parent-student perceptions and public perceptions show
greater satisfaction with education services.

Prior to the EQUALLS project, the mission signed an agreement
with the Peace Corps in September 2003, to support an |8-month
program to train ARMM teachers of English and Information
Communication Technology. This project will be extended for 18
more months and managed as an activity under EQUALLS.

Outside the EQUALLS project is the American Foreign Policy
Council Asia-Pacific Initiative to support model schools for Jolo.
This project also aims to improve access to quality education in
the conflict-affected areas of Mindanao.

The EQUALLS project will be implemented by an institutional
contractor together with partners from the private sector
operating under Public-Private Alliances with USAID/Philippines
and from other USG agencies.
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